
 
 

News & Notes
WORKPLACE FIRE HAZARDS

Three major causes of workplace fires are
poor housekeeping, electrical problems, and
improperly handled or stored flammable
liquids. Take these precautions.

Good Housekeeping:
Î   Don’t let trash and combustible scrap         

material build up in the work area—            
dispose of it daily.

Î   Dispose of combustible waste and oily
rags in covered, airtight metal containers.

Î   Sweep up dust, lint, sawdust, and scraps.
Î   Use nonflammable cleaners.
Î   Keep incompatible substances away          

from one another.
Î   Keep doorways and passageways clear.
Î   Stack materials so they don’t block             

sprinklers, fire exits, or fire extinguishers.

Electrical Safety:
Î   Don’t overload circuits, fuses, motors, or    

outlets.
Î   Check plugs and cords to make sure          

they are in good condition.
Î   Don’t place cords near heat or water.
Î   Look for loose ground connections.
Î   Keep combustible materials away from       

lights and machinery.
Î   Don’t let dust, dirt, or grease build up on     

machinery.

Flammable Liquids:
Î   Keep flammable liquids away from              

ignition sources.
Î   Use only in well-ventilated areas.
Î   Store only in approved containers in           

designated locations.
Î   Ground and bond containers when trans-   

ferring flammable liquids.
Î   Take only as much of a flammable liquid    

as you need for a job.
Î   Clean up small spills quickly.
Î   Report large spills or leaks immediately.

Workplace Firewatcher
Don’t let any fire hazards go uncorrected

October is   Fire Prevention Month. It’s a good time to think about what you can
do to help prevent workplace fires. The risk of fire could be greatly reduced if
everybody was more aware and less careless. First it’s a pile of cartons and trash
kicked into a corner; then it’s some oily rags tossed under a wooden bench. And
the next thing you know, there’s a fire.     

Consider these situations in which fire-related hazards were ignored:

0   Tom’s machine is overheating, but he’s in a rush to finish the job, so he    
ignores the problem, figuring he’ll get it checked out at the end of his shift.

0   Lynn fails to check the material safety data sheet (MSDS) for a new chemical   
product she hasn’t used before. As a result she doesn’t realize that the sub-   
stance is flammable.

0   Rick leaves a stack of pallets in front of a fire exit. He’s late for lunch and    
decides they’ll be out of the way there until he gets back from his break.

0   Sue’s been trying to quit smoking, and she doesn’t want to go outside for a   
smoke with the other smokers and listen to all their flak about her lack of    
willpower. So she sneaks a smoke in a little-used area where old cartons and   
other trash are stored for the day before being taken out to the Dumpsters.    
Halfway through her smoke, she hears someone coming, panics, and tosses   
her still-lit cigarette into a pile of boxes.

Don’t be like these people. Never let fire hazards go uncorrected. Instead:

ª   Keep alert to the development of any fire hazards in your work area.   
Everything might have been fine yesterday, but is it still OK today?

ª   Report any hazards you can’t eliminate.   Make sure your supervisor hears   
immediately about any fire hazards you detect that you can’t take care of   
safely yourself.

ª   Follow up to make sure the hazard has been properly dealt with. And   
make sure the same problem doesn’t happen again.
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Riddle of the Month
I never was, am always to be,   

No one ever saw me, nor ever will   
And yet I am the confidence of all   

To live and breathe on this terrestrial ball.   
What am I?   

Answer on Page 2 in Safety Bits and
Pieces.

Safety Tip of the Month   
If you are confronted by an aggressive person while on foot, remember there is

almost always a parked car near you. Run to that car and keep it between you and
your agressor while yelling fire! People should start showing up immediately to help.
Whenever you're in trouble, always involve other people by yelling. It has been found

that yelling "fire" almost always gets more response than yelling "help" or other
phrases.



 

Safety Bits & Pieces
Halloween Safety Tips for Everyone

Trick-or-Treaters   
*  Carry a lightweight flashlight
*    Walk, don't run
*  Stay on sidewalks
*  Obey traffic signals
*  Stay in familiar neighborhoods
*  Don't cut across yards or driveways
*  Wear a watch you can read in the dark
* Make sure costumes don't drag on the
ground
* Shoes should fit (even if they don't go with
your costume)
* Avoid wearing masks while walking from
house to house; face painting and using
makeup is safer   
* Carry only flexible knives, swords or other
props
* If no sidewalks are available walk on the
left side of the road facing traffic
* Wear clothing with reflective markings or
tape
*  Approach only houses that are lit
* Stay away from and do not pet animals
you do not know.

Parents
* Make your child eat dinner before setting
out
*   Young children of any age should be
accompanied by an adult
* If your children go out on their own, be
sure they wear a watch, preferably one that
can be read in the dark
* Buy costumes made of flame-retardant
materials
*  Children on their own should know how
and where to reach you and when to be
home
* Know where your children are going
* Although tampering is rare, tell children to
bring the candy home to be inspected
before eating anything
* If the wrapping looks suspect dispose of
the candy   

Homeowners
* Make sure your yard is clear of such things
as ladders, hoses, dog leashes and flower
pots that can trip young children
* Secure pets away from traffic or
trick-or-treaters
* Do not use candles for decorations
* Healthy food alternatives for
trick-or-treaters include packages of low-fat
crackers with cheese or peanut butter filling,
single-serve boxes of cereal, packaged fruit
rolls, mini boxes of raisins and single serve
packets of low-fat popcorn that can be
microwaved later
* Non-food treats: plastic rings, pencils,
stickers, erasers, coins.   

Drivers
* Go slow, slow, slow all evening. (Adult

Halloween partiers should have a
designated driver.)

Riddle of the Month Answer:
I am tomorrow.

Protect Your Home
Crime-stopping tips to prevent burglaries

October is   National Crime Prevention Month. Follow these security tips to
protect your home against crime.
 DO:
+   Install and use deadbolt locks in all doors.   
+   Secure sliders with locks or a piece of wood wedged in the track.
+   Lock windows upstairs and down when you go out.
+   Trim shrubs around doors and under windows, and cut tree limbs that could    

allow a burglar access to upper floor windows.
+   Make sure your entrances, porches, and yard are well lit at night.
+   Get together with neighbors and maintain a neighborhood watch.
+   Change the locks if you lose your house keys.
+   Install a peephole or viewer in all entry doors so you can see who’s at the door.
+   Require service personnel to verify their identity before letting them in.
DON’T:
X   Don’t hide house keys in mailboxes, planters, under doormats, or other   

obvious places.
X   Don’t put personal identification on key rings.
X   Don’t leave household keys on the ring with ignition keys when you leave car   

keys with parking attendants or mechanics.
X   Don’t trust door chains, which can be easily broken.
X   Don’t open the door to anyone you don’t know.

Vehicle Inspection Test
Is your vehicle safe to drive?

Circle T (true) or F (false) for these vehicle inspection requirements.
1.   Inspect your vehicle about once a month.   T F
2.   You can tell if a tire is properly inflated by giving it a visual check.   T F
3.   When tires are out of alignment, they wear in the middle more than

on the edges.   T F
4.   To test brakes, step on the brake pedal—if it only goes half way

to the floor, the brakes are OK.   T F
5.   Replace wiper blades when they leave streaks on the windshield.   T F
6.   The only fluid you need to check is your oil.   T F
Answers:   
(1) False. Inspect your vehicle at the beginning of each day before use.   
(2) False. Use a gauge because tires can lose up to half their pressure without         

showing it.   
(3) False. When a wheel is out of alignment, tires wear more on the edges.   
(4) False. The best way to test the brakes is to put the vehicle in gear and slowly   

go forward or backward. If there is any noticeable delay in braking, have the   
brakes checked.   

(5) True.   
(6) False. Also check brake, coolant/antifreeze, and power steering fluids.

Quotation of the Month
"There is only one time that is important -

NOW! It is the most important time
because it is the only time that we have

any power."      Leo Tolstoy

On the Lighter Side   
An irate motorist went back to the
garage where he had bought an
expensive battery for his car six
months earler. He told the garage
owner, "When you sold me that
battery you told me it would be the last
battery that my car would ever need.
Now, six months later, its dead."
"Yeah, I'm sorry," said the garage
owner.  "I just didn't  think your car
would last longer than that."    

Safety Tidbit   
Keep knives and sharp objects in

designated places known to all family
members. Compact, plastic boxes with

clear tops make safe   containers for such
small, sharp objects as pins and

thumbtacks.


